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The publishing business is going through a revolution unlike anything since Gutenberg, and that means both 
uncertainty and opportunity for writers who want more control over their careers. Big-time publishing houses 
struggle to meet the bottom line, but self-publishing is flourishing like never before. Independent bookstores 
and newspaper reviews are dying, but writers increasingly have opportunities to do their own marketing. In this 
rapidly changing market, writers struggle to figure out how to seize these new opportunities.

Navigating the Rough Waters of Today’s Publishing World lays down today’s rules for publishing success. 
Marcia Meier, the former director of the acclaimed Santa Barbara Writers Conference, has gathered the latest 
thinking on the future of publishing from the top names in the industry—including The Writer publisher 
Elfrieda Abbe, literary agents Paul Fedorko and Jeff Herman, RedRoom.com founder Ivory Madison, and 
publisher and author Dan Poynter.

Navigating the Rough Waters of Today’s Publishing World tells both new and experienced writers what’s 
happening now in fiction and nonfiction book publishing, including the new rules on packaging your book, 
working with agents, getting published in magazines and newspapers, online and ebook publication, and 
marketing and promotion. Written with clear-cut directions to lead to success—and filled with advice from the 
publishing world’s top experts—Navigating the Rough Waters of Today’s Publishing World is the writer’s 
must-have guide to getting published in the toughest market ever.

Audience: Beginning and experienced professional writers, literary agents, editors, publishers, and everyone 
who needs to understand today’s publishing market.

About the Author: Journalist, author, poet and teacher Marcia Meier is the former director of the Santa 
Barbara Writers Conference and has written for numerous major newspapers and magazines.
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“An indispensable reference that should be on every writer’s 
bookshelf” —Arianna Huffington



New book Navigating the Rough Waters of Today’s 
Publishing World guides writers to success in a 

rapidly changing publishing market
“An indispensable reference that should be on every writer’s bookshelf.”  

—Arianna Huffington

The publishing industry is going through a revolution unlike 

anything since Gutenberg, and that means both uncertainty and opportunity 

for writers who want more control over their careers. Big-time publishing 

houses struggle to meet their bottom line, but self-publishing is flourishing 

like never before. Independent bookstores and newspaper reviews, the 

traditional ways for new authors to get noticed, are dying, but writers 

increasingly have opportunities to do their own marketing. In this rapidly 

changing market, writers struggle to figure out how to seize these new 

opportunities.

Marcia Meier, the former director of the acclaimed Santa Barbara 

Writers Conference, lays down today’s rules for publishing success in her 

new book Navigating the Rough Waters of Today’s Publishing World: 

Critical Advice for Writers from Industry Insiders (Quill Driver Books, June 2010).

Navigating the Rough Waters of Today’s Publishing World gathers the latest thinking on the future 

of publishing from the top names in the industry—including Elfrieda Abbe, publisher of The Writer; Ivory 

Madison, founder of RedRoom.com; literary agents Jeff Herman and Paul Fedorko; and legendary publishing 

expert and author Dan Poynter.

Written for both new and experienced writers, Navigating the Rough Waters of Today’s Publishing  World 
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uncovers the truth about what’s happening today in fiction and nonfiction book publishing, including:

• The present and probable future of the publishing industry

• How to shape your writing to land a publishing contract

• The new rules on packaging your book

• Working with agents, advances and copyrights

• The new opportunities in nonfiction book publishing

• Why self-publishing has become respectable 

• Getting published in magazines and newspapers

• Online and ebook publication

• Book marketing and promotion

• What writers need to know about blogging, tweeting and social media

Meier and her contributors give a full survey of the trends shaping today’s publishing industry, while 

guiding writers to the information, resources and tools they need to take control of their careers.

Written with clear-cut directions to lead to success—and filled with advice from the publishing world’s 

top agents, editors, publishers and writers—Navigating the Rough Waters of Today’s Publishing World is the 

writer’s must-have guide to getting published in the toughest market ever.

About the Author: Marcia Meier is an award-winning writer, teacher, published poet and former director 

of the Santa Barbara Writers Conference. She has freelanced or written for numerous publications, including the 

Los Angeles Times, Santa Barbara Magazine, Central Coast Magazine, OC Metro magazine, the Seattle Times 

and Arizona Republic. She is a contributing writer to Miller-McCune Magazine online, a featured columnist with 

NewsTilt.com and an occasional blogger with The Huffington Post.
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About Marcia Meier
Author of Navigating the Rough Waters of Today’s Publishing World

Marcia Meier is an award-winning writer, teacher, published 

poet and former director of the Santa Barbara Writers Conference.

She is the author of Santa Barbara, Paradise on the Pacific 

and has freelanced or written for numerous publications, including 

the Los Angeles Times, Santa Barbara Magazine, Central Coast 

Magazine, OC Metro magazine, the Seattle Times and Arizona 

Republic. She is a contributing writer to Miller-McCune Magazine 

online, a featured columnist with NewsTilt.com and an occasional 

blogger with The Huffington Post.

Before joining the writers conference in 2004, Marcia was 

director of college communications for a small, liberal arts college, where she was responsible for 

marketing and community and media relations. She also taught the college’s journalism course 

and advised the campus newspaper for six years.

A print journalist for more than 20 years, Marcia worked for four daily newspapers in the 

roles of reporter, copy editor, assistant city editor and editorial page editor. She was with the Santa 

Barbara News-Press for nearly 10 years, and served as editorial page editor for most of that time. 

She also wrote a personal column for five years.

She has a degree in journalism and has taught a number of writing classes for various 

institutions in Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo, California, including Cal Poly, San Luis 

Obispo, Westmont College, Brooks Institute and Santa Barbara City College Adult Education.

For more information on Navigating the Rough Waters of Today’s Publishing 
World (Quill Driver Books, June 2010) or to arrange an interview with author 

Marcia Meier, please contact Jaguar Bennett at 
Quill Driver Books, (800) 345-4447, Publicity@QuillDriverBooks.com


